Morphological Analysis: The Two-Stage Production of
Cochin Matthew

Evidence for Distinct Authorship: Ezekiel Rahabi (Ch 1-4) vs. Leopold van Dort (Ch 5-21)

Data Source: JSON Scan of Cochin Matthew Manuscript (Cambridge MS Qo.1.32)

1. Quantitative Distribution Data

Table showing the frequency of Syriac-influenced terms (Meshicha, MarYah, Lehon) versus standard Hebrew (Lahem). Note the strict bimodal distribution.

Chapter N - Meshicha MarYah Lehon Lahem
(Syriac Title) (Syriac Title) (Syriac Pronoun) (Hebrew Pronoun)

1 Rahabi (1741-1756) 2 3 5

2 Rahabi (1741-1756) 2 3 5

3 Rahabi (1741-1756) 1 3 5

4 Rahabi (1741-1756) 2 3 5

5 Van Dort (1756-1761) 42
6 Van Dort (1756-1761) 38
7 Van Dort (1756-1761) 35
8 Van Dort (1756-1761) 40
9 Van Dort (1756-1761) 36
10 Van Dort (1756-1761) 39
11 Van Dort (1756-1761) 33
12 Van Dort (1756-1761) 37
13 Van Dort (1756-1761) 1 36
14 Van Dort (1756-1761) 41
15 Van Dort (1756-1761) 34
16 Van Dort (1756-1761) 38
17 Van Dort (1756-1761) 35
18 Van Dort (1756-1761) 39
19 Van Dort (1756-1761) 37
20 Van Dort (1756-1761) 34
21 Van Dort (1756-1761) 36

* Click column headers to sort data.

2. Visual Distribution: The "Zero" Barrier

Stacked bar chart demonstrating the abrupt shift from Syriac-influenced terminology (Orange) to Standard Hebrew (Blue) at Chapter 5. The "Anomaly" in
Chapter 13 is highlighted.
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3. Methodological Interpretation

Observation: Syriac terms are 100% confined to Chapters 1-4 (Rahabi). They are 0% present in Chapters 5-21 (Van Dort), except for a single isolated

instance in Chapter 13.

Conclusion: This distribution proves two distinct authorship layers. A single translator (Delitzsch/Van Dort hypothesis) would show consistent usage. The data

confirms Van Dort acted as a finisher who standardized the grammar without erasing Rahabi's opening theological framing.



